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Old persons are sometimes as unwilling to die as tired-out children are to say good 


night and go to bed. 


Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu 


Medicine absorbs the physician’s whole being because it is concerned with the entire 


human organism. 


Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 


Book Reviews (Continued) 


Radiation Therapy Technology Examination Review. John A. Stry- 
ker, M.D., Associate Prof. of Radiology, John A. Clement, 
M.D., Donald E. Velkley, Ph.D., and Cheryl A. Gruver, R.T.T., 
Department of Radiology, Milton S. Hershey Medical Center, 
Penna. State Univ., Hershey. Medical Examination Publishing 
Co., Inc. Garden City, N.Y., 1980, 265 pp., $14.00. 

An acute need for radiation therapy technologists exists in the 
United States and will continue for some time to come. Courses of 
training are being expanded, and more and more individuals are 
taking registry examinations in the Radiation Therapy Technol- 
ogy. The objectives of training in this area are now well-defined, 
as is the material to be covered. 

The contents of this book have been organized to cover required 
course materials, so as to facilitate the trainee’s capacity for a 
review preparatory to registry examinations. The authors have 
prepared 814 multiple choice questions with referenced explana- 
tory answers, emphasizing the multidisciplinary approach in can- 
cer management. The questions are clearly stated, so that con- 
fusion about specific answers need not arise. 

The material is arranged in 17 chapters, of which 11 are con- 
cerned with the clinical features of various malignancies and for 
which there are 371 questions. The first three chapters deal with 
fundamentals—anatomy, physiology, pathology, and radiobiol- 
ogy. The subject of physics is extensively covered in one chapter 
with 160 questions. The last two chapters include questions about 
appropriate nursing procedures and the very important subject of 
radiation safety. All the information presented is useful, current, 
and comprehensive. 

The book is recommended for technologists, not only for its 
intended purpose but as a study and reference guide generally. 

Harry L. Berman, M.D. 


Tumors of the Pancreas. Ed. by A. R. Moossa, M.D., Prof. of 
Surgery, Univ. of Chicago. Williams and Wilkins, Baltimore, 
1980, 531 pp., $62.00. 

There is no question that currently the incidence of pancreatic 
cancer is very much on the ascendency in this country, Europe, 
and perhaps elsewhere. Presumably, as a consequence, the litera- 
ture these days is burgeoning with monographs on the pancreas 
and its tumors. This one is a good addition to what is already 
available. There are 27 contributors, representing most of the 
medical disciplines. 

The discussion of surgical anatomy emphasizes variations in the 
arterial supply and the pancreatic ducts; the illustrations are ex- 
cellent. Exocrine and endocrine physiology is described. The 
chapter on experimental tumors is very long, with 135 illustra- 
tions and 264 bibliographic items. This is followed by chapters on 
exocrine and endocrine surgical pathology. The discussion of the 
strengths and weaknesses of radiologic investigation should be 
read by all clinicians, so that they might better know what to 
expect when they ask for roentgen assistance. Ultrasound and 
CAT scan are clearly not the ultimate diagnostic methods. The 
chapter on diagnostic endoscopy is strangely unconvincing. 

There follow chapters on pancreatic angiography, pancreatic 
function tests, the biologic markers of tumor presence, immuno- 
diagnosis, epidemiology, clinical features, overall diagnosis of the 
endocrine and endocrine tumors, surgical treatment, chemother- 
apy, and radiation therapy. The index is thorough. 

The cost is high, but the book is thorough, reads well, and will 
prove excellent for reference and review. The book is recom- 
mended. 

Eppy D. Pavmer, M.D. 
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